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A LETTER from Obadiah Gulliver to Tſaac 
Ben Gideon the Jew, occaſioned by the 
Publication of a little Book, called, The 
Vifions of Aaron the Son of Adriel. 


' In which is clearly ſhewn, that the Siſter-Nations, 
the Subject of thoſe Viſions, are not the Peo- 

ple of England and Holland; and that the 

. mighty Crimes and Enormities, the Corruption 

and Degeneracy ſo bitterly ſet forth in the ſaid 
Viſions, are in no wiſe chargeable on theſe 

N ations. | 


 Hearken unto me, 1 455 ſo will 'ſbew mine Opinion. 
| Jos xxx1, 10. 
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ISAAC BEN GIDEON. - 


FRIEND ISAAC, 9 / 


EING informed that thou art an 

B honeſt and impartial Man, of a rea- 

ſonable Turn of Mind, and not vain- 

ly puffed up with high Conceits of thine 

own Wiſdom, I have determined to ſhew 
my Reſpect for thee by a friendly Reproof 

for a late raſh and erroneous Step of thine; 
namely, the Publication of a little Book cal- 

led, The Viſions of Aaron the Son of Adriel, 


and ſo forth, And this I do to the End that 
B thou, 


Tay 


thou, ſeeing thy Error, mayeſt retract from 
"it; and. for the time to come, be more cau- 
tious as to what thou conveyeſt into the 
World through the Channel of thy Preſs. 
I ſhall not trouble either thee or my ſelf 
with any Enquiry into the Means by which 
the Copy of the above-named Book fell into 
thy Hands, nor whether there ever was ſuch 
a Seer as the Son of Adriel ; for JI hear too 
good a Report of thee to queſtion thy Ve- 
racity ; and, therefore, I as verily believe 
that there was ſuch a Seer, and that he ſaw 
and penned the Viſion thou haſt publiſhed, 
as I believe that ſuch a Man as thou Isaac 
BEN Gipton, Bookſeller, or as myſelf, 
O BA DIAR GULLIVER, * the Writer of this 
Epiſtle, now doth, or ever did exiſt. 
My chief Purpoſe in writing to thee, is 


to let thee know my Opinion of the Viſions 


of Aaron, and to ſhew thee that thou un- 
derſtandeſt it not thy ſelf, and, therefore de- 
ceiveſt others, When I bought the Book 
at thy Shop, and aſked of thee the Mean- 
ing thereof, thou toldeſt me, That it con- 
tained a Prophecy concerning the preſent 
State of Religion, Morality, and Politicks in 
England and Holland: And in truth I find 
that this is the general Opinion of the Pub- 
lick as to the meaning of this myſtical 


Pamphlet: N 9 I _— not but 
to 


3 
to prove to thee that this is a miſtaken 
and molt erroneous Interpretation. 
There are, Friend Jaac, as I queſtior 
not but thou very well knoweſt, two 
ſorts of Arguments by which Men go 
about to prove or diſprove the Truth or 
 Falſhood of a Point, Axiom, or Propoſi- 
tion: The one are called the Affirmatives, 
the other Negatives. And by the latter 
ſort, chiefly, it is I purpoſe to make it 
appear, that the Viſions of Aaron do not 
in any wiſe relate to the preſent State of 
Things in the Britiſb and Dutch Na- 
tions; and, conſequently, that thou haſt 
done wrong in publiſhing the Book at 
this time, and in ſuch a manner, as can- 
not but cauſe it to be looked on, by 
People of weak Diſcernment (of which 
Claſs I fear the Generality of Readers are 
compoſed) as a Prophecy of the ſpeedy 
Ruin of the Britiſb Nation, and of our 
good Friends the Hollanders. 
As we cannot better Judge of the Na- 
ture of a Tree, than by its Fruits, or a 
Diſtemper, than by its Symptoms, ſo 
neither can we come at the true Expli- 
cation, of a Myſtery by any fairer Means 
than by attending cloſely to all the Cir- 
cumitances thereof, applying them to the 


og: ignified, or ſuppoſed to be ſigni- 
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fed, and thereby diſcovering whether they 


are compatible with each other. 


After tracing the Siſter Nations from 


their Origin to the higheſt Pitch of their 


Power and Glory, and from thence to 


their Decline in the Reign of Augustus 
King of Commercia, to which Period the 


whole doth verily bear a near Reſem- 
blance to the Hiſtories of England and 
Holland; 1 fay, after this Liſtorical Se- 
ries, the Prophet layeth open divers Cir- 
cumſtances, which by no means appear 
to concide with the Circumſtances of the 


_ "Britiſh and Dutch Nations in theſe our 


preſent Times; but, on the contrary, 


ſeem abſolutely repugnant thereunto. 
Ihe firſt Symptom of the Decline of 


the Commercians (under which Name 


thou fayeſt we are to underſtand that the 


Engliſh are meant.) I ſay, the firſt Symp- 


tom of their Decline diſcovered unto us 
in the Viſon of Aaron, and which we are 
told ſhall appear in the Reign of Auguſ- 
tus, is their falling into Contempt * both 


in the Eyes of the Nations their Neigh- 
bours, and of themſelves. But this, 


Friend Jſaac, if thou conſidereſt maturely, 


thou wilt find is in no wiſe the Caſe with 


the good People of England at this Day. 
15 It i 18 true, their Armies have been diſcom- 


dee The "TING 9 * fitted 
e tte 
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fitted and overcome time after time, and 
made to turn their Backs on their 
Enemies; and it might from them na- 
turally follow that that whole Nation 
ſhould fall into Contempt: But the Fact 
is quite the reverſe, for nothing is more 
certain than that the modern Britons are 
as much the ApMIRATION (inſtead of 


the Contempt) of their Neighbours, as 


ever their renowned Anceſtors were, 
though, - peradventure, not altogether on 
the ſame Account; but that matters not, 
Admiration is Admiration ſtill, and not 
Contempt. I will appeal unto any intel- 
ligent Man, nay, unto thee, Friend J/aac, 
thy ſelf, whether we have not for theſe 
thirty Years paſt been, and ſtill are, the 
Admiration and Wonder of all Europe, 
for our refined Poſiticks, our ſingular Wij- 
dom in the Management of our Affairs 
both at home and abroad, and in fine, all 
our extraordinary Meaſures for ſupporting 
the Trade and Liberties of our Nation, 
and the Honour and Reputation of our 
Government. 
Our Forefathers were admired and re- 
vered for their Wiſdom, their Bravery, 
their Probity, their Contem pt of Wealth, 
and their Love of Liberty; and that we 
of their Generation are not inferior to 
them 


. by s C IF. 
them in any of theſe reſpects, is, I think, 
ſo obvious as not to need the F ormality 
of Arguments to prove. That we are at 
leaſt equally wiſe, is too plainly ſeen in 
every thing we do, or do not, to need 
any Examplification by a Detail of parti- 
cular Inſtances. That we are as brave, 
appears, if not quite ſo clearly from the 
Behaviour of our Warriours, yet in a 
more diſtinguiſhed Manner from the Con- 
duct of our Stateſmen, Miniſters. and 
Courtiers, who have fo long and inflex- 
ble perſiſted i in ſuch a Coutſe of ſurpriz- 


ing Meaſures as never Men gave into be- 


fore; and this (as the Vulgar have an in- 
vincible Averſion to every thing ſingular) 
in ſpite of all the Outcries, Threatnings, 
Rage and Reſentment of thouſands and 
ten thouſands of their impatient Country- 
men, who not having Penetration enough 
to find out the Excellency of ſuch a Con- 
duct, would have obliged them to alter 
it, nay have endeavoured to fright them 
to it by the Terrors of Enquiries and 


Committees, and Confiſcations, and Igno- 


miny, and even Death itſelf, but all to no 
Purpoſe. And now, Friend, let me ſe- 
riouſly aſk thee, Can a Nation whoſe Af 
fairs are directed and managed by Men fo 
Ready, ſo reſolute, ſo brave, fo nei | 


E 


of Danger, be brought into Contempt for 
want of Bravery ? Abſurd is the Suppoſi- 
tion; impoſſible the Fact! 

That we have not degenerated from 
the Probity of our Forefathers, is evident 
from the in variable Conduct of thoſe vir- 
tuous Patriots our Repreſentatives in Par- 
liament, who are never known to give a 
ſingle Vote contrary to their previous En- 
gagements: I do not mean Engagements 
with their Country, but with thoſe from 
whom they may have received Favours, 
and therefore are in Truth obliged in Gra- 
titude to ſerve, as well as out of a laudible 
Regard to their own Honour, and the 
Good of their Families. And thus, by the 
Union of Probity with Intereſt, they make 
good the old Adage, That Honefly is the 
beſt Policy. 

That we have alſo as great, if not a 
greater Contempt of Wealth than our An- 
ceſtors, is likewiſe evident from the Bound- 
leſs Liberality and Munificence of our great 
Men to whom the Management of the 
National and Royal Revenue is commit- 
ted: For though theſe Treaſures are im- 
menſe, it is well known, that not a far- 
thing is ſaved, or as the Miſerly ones ſay, 
Laid up for a rainy Day. Nay, it is alſo 

well known, that theſe generous 8 pitits are 
„ forced, 


(. 


forced, in order to keep up the Credit and 


Reputation of the Adminiſtration, and 


ſcreen it from the Imputation of Parſi- 
mony and Avarice, to contract ſo man 
Debts, that it is thought the Treaſures and 
Revenues aforeſaid, vaſt as they are, will 
not ſoon be able to diſcharge them.--- And 
now wilt thou ſay, Friend, that a national 
Charge of Covetouſneſs, or too great a 
Regard for the Mammon of Unrighteouſ- 
neſs $ can be brought againſt us? ſurely not! 
That our Love of Liberty is likewiſe as 
reat as that of our Anceſtors, is ſo evi- 
dent from thouſands of Inſtances, that it is 
almoſt needleſs to mention any; yet, for 
the ſake of proving that we are not thoſe 
Sons of Degeneracy which the Seer in ſo 
warm and lively a manner exclaimeth 
againſt, I ſhall take notice of one or two of 
the moſt remarkable Inſtances, which, ne- 
vertheleſs, might poſſibly eſcape a leſs cu- 
rious Obſerver. | 
And firſt, fo great a Regard is now a- 
days paid to the Liberty of the Subject, 
hin I can almoſt defy the whole World 
to produce a ſingle Inſtance wherein 
that Liberty is controuled by our great 
Men.---- So far from this, that even the 
moſt open Breaches of our Laws are daily 
overlooked by the Magiſtrate, who ra- 
ther 


(). 
ther chuſes to let them paſs with Impu- 
nity, than to offer any Reſtraint to his 
free-born Countrymen, by enforcing the 
Execution of ſac Laws as it may be re- 
pugnant to a Man's Intereſt or Pleaſure 
to conform to. Thus, for Inſtance, if a 
Man chuſes to /e/l inſtead of giving away 
his Vote at an Election (I need not ſay 
for what) who hinders him? or if a Can- 
didate is inclined to purchaſe it, what hin- 
ders him? or if the ſime Gentleman chuſes, 
in his turn! to make a Market of his 
own Voice in he Houſe, who refuſes to 
trafick with him? Does not every Man 
take ſuch Liberties as theſe, though for- 
bid by the moſt ſolemn Laws of the Land? 
If a Miniſter gives up his Truſt for a 
Bribe, or a Commander refuſes to fight 
the Enemies of his Country, though paid 
and maintained for no other Purpoſe,” yet 
who calls the one to an Account, or who 
puniſhes the other? In a Word, Friend, 
is not every Man indulged in his own 

way ? Is not Juſtice, Reaſon, Honour, 
Public Spirit, every thing made ſubject 
unto this great Rule of Liberty; namely, 
that every Man ſhall gratify his own In- 
clinations, Intereſt and Pleaſure, as be- 
- cometh a free People, without being li- 
able to the leaſt Controul. | 
| | C ä 
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And now, Friend Iſaac, to return to 
0 our Point, from which I confeſs to thee, 
I have ſomewhat digreſſed, tho' not quite 
without Reaſon, as I did it to vindicate 
the preſent Generation from the Charge 
of having departed from the Virtue of 
their Anceſtors ; to return, I lay, to our 
Point, let me aſk thee, whether we are not + 
the Admiration of the Nations around*us ? 
Yea, that we are, all Europe cries aloud 
through . all her Courts and Coffee- 
houſes FW And is this conſiſtent with 
thy Interpretation of the Son of Adriels 
Prediction ; namely, that we are become 
contemptible in the Eyes of our Neigh- 
bours? verily, nay z the Frediction relat- 
eth not unto us. 
As to what he faith of the 13 
becoming alſo contemptible in their own 
Eyes, neither is this applicable unto us: 
Fer what Eng liſpman was ever known 
think meanly of himſelf, his Country, o 
his Nation? But thou wil: lay, It is i 

honeſter and the worthier Part of them 
that look with Contempt on the Reſidue. 
But thou art miſtaken, Jaac; for though 
thou mayeſt often hear: Engliſhmen rail at 
each other, yet thou wilt never hear one 
of them ſpeak contemptuoully of his 
Countrymen in general. It is true, a few 

ſiſtrolling 


8 1 


"4 trolling People who now and then meet 


together at Weſtminſter, ſuch as the K, 
the M------y, the two Houſes of P t, 
and fome of thoſe that are called the ſu- 
perfor Cl----y, may, peradventure, be ſaid ' 
(though doubtleſs without any Reaſon) 
to have loſt much of their Dignity in the 
Eyes of the Nation in general: But, on the 
other hand, let it be conſidered that what- 
ever Light a few odd Members of the 
State appear in to the reſt of the Nation, 
yet it cannot fairly be inferred from thence, 
that all the Nation appeareth in the ſame ' 
Light to itſelf ; unleſs thou wilt make it 
out by this Argument, ro vit, that if the 
People deſpiſe thoſe who exerciſe Autho- 
| rity over them, the others in return as 
much deſpiſe the People. But this fa- 
voureth too much of the Conundrum, or 
the Quibble, and is beneath the Dignity 
of the Prophecy in queſtion. In a Word, 
Friend, I doubt not but thou art by this 
time convinced of thy Error on this Head, 
which I ſhall therefore quit, and proceed 
to the ſeventeenth Page of the Viſion ; 
wherein it is ſaid, That the Nobles of 15 
Commercia ſhall (i. e. in the Days of Auguſ- 
tus) “e be Spiritleſs, vulgar, vicious and 
s effeminate ; the Stateſmen ignorant, diſ- 
he Honeſt, and ſelf-· intereſted; Men of no 
C2 « Genius 
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e Genius; at home deſpiſed, and abroad 


ce laughed to ſcorn! Men hating Study, 


ce but for their own Advancement, and 


« and labour but for the Promotion of 


1 their Creatures and Dependants, mak - 


ing to themſelves Friends of the Mam- 
te mon of Unrighteouſneſs; Men regardleſs 
* of their Country's Welfare, leaving the 
<« Duties of their Offices to Clerks and 


e Underlings, and the Buſineſs of the State 
* to Chances and Accidents.” 


As to the firſt Part of 5 Charge 


| againſt the Commercian Noblemen, to vit, 


That they are ſp:r:7leſs ; this can never 


be juſtly applied to our Nobles, who are 
this day reckoned the choiceſt Spirits in 
Europe, who daily give Proofs of a Spirit 


peculiar to free-born Britons, ſuch Proofs 
as thoſe of high Rank in many other Na- 
tions dare not give. I will appeal to thee 
for the Truth of the following Inſtances. 
Where canſt thou find, what other 


Land can produce a Set of young Lords, 
who, like ours, have the Spirit to ſquan- 


der. away their Eftates upon profeſſed 


*Gameſters and Sharpers, upon Race- 
| Horſes and Jockeys, common Strumpets, | 


Singers, Dancers, Fidlers, Mimicks, Pan- 
tomimes, Boxers, Prize-fighters, Dogs, 
Ducks, Cocks, and a dee. Can 

thoſe 


FT (119) 

| thoſe who bravely dare to reſign the Ho- 
nours and Eſtates of their Anceſtors, de- 
ſpiſing the Shame, and enduring all. the 
Ills of Poverty, rather than forſake theſe 
the proper Purſuits of Perſons of Diſtinc- 
tion; can theſe Men be ſaid to want 
Spirit? verily -nay ! I affirm that even 
their famous Anceſtors had no such Spi- 
rit! Theſe contented themſelves with ſuch 
Amuſements, Diverſions and Employ- 
ments, as they, ignorant of the Impro- 
vements and Refinements of their wiſer 
Poſterity, ſimply imagined fitting, and 


4 becoming, and worthy their high and 


noble Rank. Are there, thinkeſt thou, 
Taac, thoſe Lords in any other European 
Country, who, like our Vouths of Quality, 
have the Spirit and Bravery, even in the 
dead of Night, to patrol the Streets for the 
public Good, encountering with Watch- 
men, Chairmen, Harlots, Bullies, and 
bother their noctural Enemies, haunting 
the Purlieus of Covent-Garden, and other 
Places of carnal Recreation : Who like 
them can ſuſtain the Inſults of Petty- 
Conſtables, of City Juſtices, and Round- 
houſe-keepers? Who like them can dare 
the Heights of Coach-boxes ? Who like 
them have the Spirit to take the Reins 
into their own Hands, triumphantly 
. | driving 


„ 

driving over dae. Paths and hobbling 
Pavements, . and ſerenely bearing the 

Whips and Scoritings of Hackney-Coach- 
men, the Hiſſing of the Shoe-boys, and 
the Shoutings of the Rabble ? In a word, 

tell me, Friend, are ſuch brave Men as 
theſe to be charged with want of Spirit ? 
need I urge any thing to prove that this 
Prophecy regardeth not the Engli/hmen of 
Quality, at leaſt, not they of this Genera- 
tion, whatever Degeneracy may creep in 
among us in future Ages. 

Vulgurity is pronounced as 3 
Characteriſtic of the Commercian Nobles; 
but neither are our Quality juſtly 1 
able with this Mark of Degeneracy, as 
may be proved by many Inſtances, but 
one or two ſhall ſuffice, that I oy not 
be thought too prolix. 

And firſt, an ancient Cuſtom. is Rill 
kept up among the Vulgar, of meeting 
once or twice a Day, on Sabbath Days, 
to worſhip God, and receive the Inſtruc- 
tions of the Preacher ; ; but who now a 
Days ever ſeeth a Perſon of Qu = or 
Faſhion at ſuch Meetings? So far 
this that many of 9 if one may 
judge by their Lives and Converſatien, 
and J know of no ſurer Rule, do not 
think there is ſuch a Being a as a God. Be- 
ſides, 


Pl 
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Lies, they have too juſt a Senſe of their 
own Dignity, and of the Meanneſs of 


giving into vulgar Practices, to mix with 
Mechanicks, Shop-keepers, and other un- 
faſhionable Perſons, on ſuch Occaſions. 
Moreover, to ſhew further their aver- 
ſion to the vulgar Methods of paſling 
away the Lords Day, ſuch as (beſides aſ- 
ſembling together for publick Worſhip) 
reading Sermons, and other Books tend- 


ing to improvement in Religion, in Mo- 


rality, Sc. do not our People of Quality 
uſually betake themſelves to Cards, to 


Phyſick, or to a Journey, or to any thing 
elſe, the Practice of which the Yulgar 


are not yet fallen into. 


To pay Debts, to keep Promiſes, and 
fulfill all manner of Engagements, Con- 


tracts, and Bargains, is looked upon by | 


the generality of the common People as 
an indiſpenſible Duty; but as it is not fit 
that Perſons of Faſhion ſhould have the 
ſame Notions of Honour, Honeſty, and 
the like, with Perſons of info Rank, 

ſo to ſhew their Contempt of every thing 


that is vulgar, they take care to give no 


one occaſion to reproach them with any 
thing ſo unfaſhionable, as keeping their 
Promiſes, paying their Debts, &c; at leaſt 
Without ſhewing a viſtble Reluctance 
when 


| | 75 180 

heft upon a ny Emergency, ſuch as be⸗ 
ing Unprepared' with an Evaſion, or the 
like; chey are forced to tranſgreſs "this . 
Rules of Politeneſs, and condeſcend to 
ſatisfy the Cravings of an importunate 
Tradeſman, or hungry Dependant, Peo- 
ple who are never better pleaſed than 

when they can bring a Perſon of Rank 
down to the Level of their own Notions 
and Practice. 
Thus have I, I think, fafkciently riddle 
it appear, that the Britiſh Nobility cannot 
be charged with Vulgarity, and that, 
conſequently, it cannot be them of whom 
the Son of Aaron ſpeaketh in his Pro- 
Wn 6 And this would farther appear by 
the Inſtances I could produce to prove that 
_ they are as free from Effeminacy : But this 
is already done by the Arguments brought 
in ſupport of their Bravery or Greatneſs of 
Spirit, Effeminacy being utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with the Character I have exhibi- 
ted of our Nobility under that Head. 

As to What is predicted of the Commer- 
cian Stateſmen, viz. with regard to. their 
Ignorance, Diſhoneſty, and Self- intereſt- 
edneſs, I have already ſhewn, that the 
firſt Article, namely IGNORANCRE, cannot 
Juſtly be alledged againſt the Brief 

« Stateſmen z and this in the Inſtances pro- 
5 duced 
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docks of their ſingular Wiſdom ; which, 
as was obſerved, long ſince excited, and 
ſtill continues to excite the Wonder and 
Admiration of Foreigners. But, in Truth, 
HonesTY is a Virtue never to be found 
with Miniſters of State. She, baſhful 
Maiden, dares not thew her Face in 
Courts; and therefore, being equally a 
Stranger to all of them, ours cannot pe- 
culiarly be ſaid to want her Preſence, 


and conſequently her Abſence from where 


ſhe never was, is no diſtinguiſhing Mark 
of Degeneracy and Corruption. The 
ſame may alſo be ſaid of Self- intereſted- 
neſs, from which Stateſmen, Miniſters, 
and Courtiers are as little free, as they 
are troubled with Honeſty : For where 


the latter is not, the former never faileth 


to be. When a Man becometh a Stateſ- 
man, he no longer acteth upon the vul- 


gar Principles that move Mankind: As 


His Station 1s exalted, fo are his Notions. 


Others may ignorantly imagine that he 


is to devote himſelf and all his Faculties 
to the Service of his Country; but he 


thinks very differently; he comprehend- 


eth the whole Extent of his Duty as cen- 


tering in theſe three great or fundamental 


Points; Firſt, to pleaſe his King; Second- 
. to cultivate his own Intereſt ; Third- 
: 1 ly, 


Ini to ſecure. himſelf againſt the Defigns 

-and Intrigues of his Enemies. Towards. 
theſe three important Ends all his Steps 
are directed, all his Motions tend, and in 
them all his Views are terminated. This 
ever has been, and ever will be the Caſe 
with the generality of Courtiers, ahd 
therefore none but ignorant and unreaſon- 
able Men will arraign them on the Score 
of Self- intereſtedneſs, or think that our 
preſent Miniſtry is peculiarly pointed out 
by this Part of a Stateſman s general 
Character. 

After having ſhewn thee, F riend Iſaac, 
in the Particutars we have been examin- 
ing, that none of them can be applied to 
the People of England, it will be unne- 
ceſſary to examine the remaining Part of 
the Son of Adriels's Predictions concerning 
the Commercians; for having proved in 
ſome the moſt material Inſtances, that 
the Commercians and Britons are not one 
and the ſame People, it neceſſarily follow- 
eth that they are alſo diſtinct in the reſt : 
"Therefore it now. only remaineth that 
we try whether the Hollanders are pointed 
out to us under the Name of Coallitia. 

In his fifteenth Page the Seer foretelleth 
that a Generation ſhall ariſe in Coallitia, 


degenerate and corrupt as the Commer- 
cians 


+ 


0 

cians;, © Men a Joe to Vice, and 
& Strangers to the Wiſdom and Virtae of 
«their Anceſtors; Men of fordid De- 
« fires, baving their Souls ſubjected and 
«© enſlaved thereto ; Men regardleſs of the 
Voice of God in their own Conſciences, 
ee calling upon them to quit themſelves 
* like Men in defence of the glorious 
“ 'Privileges- their fore Fathers knew how 
3 value, and even, if Need were, to 
«oc tor,” 

Again, Page 20th. he ſaith, that ec the 
* Coallitians ſhall at once plunge i into the 
% loweſt Depth of Villainy ; unſeduced 
* by Luxury, or the bewitching Allure- 
e ments of Senſuality, uninvited by Ne- 
_ « ceflity, the Offspring of Profuſion, un- 
de tempted by the Cravings of Superfluity 
© and Magnificence, unmoved by any 
«« Paſſion but Avarice inſatiable, they 
_& ſhall fell themſelves to Deſtruction, 
ee yea, they ſhall purchaſe Ruin with 
their Eyes open. Thou ſhalt not want 
Strength, o Coallitia, but thou ſhalt fall, 
yea wilfuly fall, into the Pit of thine 
« own Wickedneſs ? Thy Country ſhall 
be bought and ſold, ſold to thy deadly 
de thy ancient and open Enemy. Thy 


cc great Men in whom thou trufteſt, ſhall 
| Ws 2 | « {ell 
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24 fell . ; yea, they ſhall ſell them- 
e ſelves for Money; they ſhall bind 
«themſelves in, Chains of Gold, they 
<« ſhall become Slaves for Hire, until no 
% more Money ſhall be given, and then 
| they ſhall bow down: their Necks to 
= the Oppreflor, and ſerve the Tyrant 
dee ſor Nought” : 
. Heavy in this Se my Friend, and 
e are the Men who juſtly make 
themſelves liable thereto: But that theſe 
Men are not the People of Holland, at 
leaſt the preſent Generation, I ſhall * 
appear in few Words. 5 
3 That the Hollanders are in Truth now 
brought i into great Diſtreſs by their ancient 
Enemies the French, is too manifeſt to be 
conteſted ; but that their States-General, . 
and oily” the great Men of their ag 
vinces have ſold. themſelves and their 
Country for French Gold, as thou would- 
eſt ſuggeſt, from the Words of the Pro- 
phet Aaron, is both difficult to prove and 
hard to conceive, Tis true, thou who 
art a Jew, and not endued with the Chriſ- 
tian Spirit of Charity, mayeſt take the 
Liberty of putting the ſevereſt Conſtruc- 
tion on their Conduct; but I, who am a 
Believer, am taught to think more favour- | 
ably of "PP fellow Chriſtians, But how- 
ever 


% 


—— — — . 
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(23) 
ever, not to trouble thee, or take up thy 
Time, with meer Suppoſitions, I will now 
communicate unto thee.a Fact of which 
doubtleſs thou art as yet utterly ignorant. 
Know then that the Spirit of the Lord 
hath lately appeared with Power in the 
ſeven; Provinces and the Seeds of a. gene- 
ral Reformation, and total Change of Re- 
ligion are ſown therein: A mighty Event, 
the Foundation of which, under the In- 
fluence of the Spirit, hath been laid by 
the Preachings of certain of our gifted Bre- 
thren in thoſe Parts. Hence that ex- 
treme chriſtian Patience, that wonderful 
Meekneſs, that amazing Reſignation with 
which this People have born the Misfor- 
tunes of their Country. Thou knoweſt, 
radventure, that our Principles forbid 
us to fight with the Arm of Fleſh, but 
rather to endure all Manner of Evils, truſt- 
ing only to Heaven for Deliverance. = 
*Tis from this Spirit that we are to trace 
the Conduct of the Dutch. Yet a little 
while, and they ſhall'no longer be a Na- 
tion of Papiſts, and Lutherans, and Cal- 
viniſts, and Jews, but a Nation of Qua- 
kers, Lovers of Peace, and Haters of Strife. 
Hence it is that, rather than infringe the 


grea: ee of the new Religion they 
| | are 


gu ( 24 x. 
are about,' 'I might have ſaid, have begun, 
to embrace, their Soldiers have through- | 
- out the Courſe of the preſent Strivings in 
Europe, moſt (conſcientiouſly avoided the 
Swords of their Enemies, continually re- 
treating before them from Place to Place, 
that they might not tranſgreſs the 
Law by Reſiſtance. Say not therefore 
that it is to the Force of Money that we 
are to aſcribe the paſſive Behaviour of the 
Men of Holland, but to the Force 
of the Spirit working | in their Confci- 
ences! | : 

Moreover, how, I pn chk can thoſe 
Men be accuſed of Covetouſneſs, and a 
greedy thirſting after the Mammon of 
this World, when they can ſo calmly re- 

ſign their Lands, their Cities, their Poſ- 
ſeſſions into the Hands of their Enemies? 
To give up their Liberties, their Pro- 
perties, and all that Men hold dcareſt in 
this World, I fay to give up all for Con- 
ſcience-ſake, is this Covetouſneſs ? Is this 
the ſordid Avarice that the Prophet fo bit- 
terly inveigheth againſt? Is this ſelling 
themſelves and their Country for Gain ? 
Verily nay, for wherein can they be 
Gainers by ſuch a Bargain? Surely in 
no Reſpect, unleſs we ſay with the Scrip- 
ture, that Godlineſs 7s Gain. 


Thou 


1 ; 
Thou mayeſt, peradventue, object te to 
what I have been telling thee, * That 


« whatever Steps the Dutch may have 


taken towards Qyakeri/m, they do not 
« at preſent ſeem much diſpoſed thereto; 

ce and that the great Principle of Nonc re- 
ee fiſtance is likely at length to give Place 
« to that of Self-defence.” Why truly, 
Friend, it muſt be own'd that of late we 
have perceived ſome Stirrings and Mo- 


tions among this People, which have 


doubtleſs ſuch an Appearance as ma 
with too much Reaſon fill us with Ap- 
prchenſions, and damp the riſing Hopes 


of the Faithful. The raifing up of a 
Stadtholder is verily a great Stumbling- 


block in the Way of that Reformation 
we look for; and we have little Hopes 
of gaining William of Orange, whoſe Incli- 


nation. to the Sword of the Fleſh we have 
much Cauſe to fear.----Nevertheleſs we 


have Faith and Hope ſtill; and as we 
have Reaſon to look upon this ſame il. 
ham as the Cauſe of all the Back-flidings 
of this People from the Paths of Peace, 
ſo if peradventure it ſhall pleaſe God to 
take him out of this World, - we doubt 
not but to ſee a Renovation of Things, 
and the Seeds of that * Converſion 

we 


| ( 26 1 
we & have” expected, ſpringing up to Per- 
fection, and bearing Fruit to the Edifi- 
cation. of the Faithful. do not pretend 
to prophecy, Friend, but yet I am pow- 
erfully moved to believe that notwith- 
ſtanding all the Appearances which the 
Spirit of Self-defence hath lately made 
among the Hollanders, the World will be 
_ deceived thereby; for they are certainly 
too deeply rooted in the Faith to do any 
Thing of Moment contrary to the Prin- 
ciples thereof. There may be Strivings 
and Bluſterings among them during the 
Receſs of the Winter ; but thou ſhalt ſee 
when the Spring cometh, and the Sum- 
mer returneth, that all theſe Appearances 
of Wrath and Reſentment ſhall evaporate, 
and that they will adhere to the Chriſtian 
Principles of Patience and Reſignation, 
and truſt in Providence onLy, to the 
laſt Extremity. Thus ſhall this People 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by their Sufferings 
for Righteouſneſs ſake; and thus ſhall it 
be made manifeſt to all the World that 
they are not that wicked and degenerate 
Nation which the Son of Adriel hath de- 
deſcribed the Coalitions to be. But, if 
after all T have ſaid, thou hardeneſt thy 
Heart, and wilt not believe otherwiſe 
. than 


. Ft 

than thou didft before I laid theſe Things 
before thee, yet I have another Argu- 
ment, which I ſhall give thee in few 
Words, and it is this. 

If the Men of Holland ſhould at length 
depart from their great Principle of Non- 
reſiſtance, if they ſhould at laſt deſtroy 
all the Hopes the Faithful have conceived 
of them, and betake themſelves to the 
Arm of Fleſh for Deliverance ; and if they 
ſhould, with the Aſſiſtance of their Friends 
extricate themſelves out of their preſent 

Diſtreſs : If they ſhould, by the Favour 
of Providence, effect this, which I believe 
thou wilt allow is neither impoſſible, nor 
altogether improbable ; what then will be- 
come of thy Interpretation of the Viſions 
of Aaron? Thou wilt then be forced to 
acknowledge, if thou. doſt not immedi- 
ately do ſo on Peruſal of this Epiſtle, that 
thou wert egregiouſly miſtaken: For he 
faith abſolutely that the Coalitions ſhall be 
ruined paſt Recovery. In a Word, I think 
I have faid enough to convince even a 
Jeu, that the Prophet hath not meant, 
by the Szfter-Nations, thoſe of England 
and Holland, but ſome other People, 
whom 1 will leave thee to diſcover, 
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